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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THREE 
CURRENT METHODS OF TREAT- 
MENT.* 


By S. Hannemann. 


Tere have been till now but three cur- 
rent modes of treatment (the érea/ment of 
diseases having apparently not yet been 
diseovered,) viz: the treatment of the name, 
the treatment of the symptom, and the treat- 
ment of the cause. 


TREATMENT OF THE NAME, 


Interchangeable remedies, compound pre- 
scriptions, 

The method which from the remotest 
time has always found the most partisans, 
which is the most convenient of all, is the 
treatment of the name. “If the patient 
has the gout, give him sulphuric acid; the 
remedy for rheumatism is mercury; cin- 





chona is good for ague, simaruba for dys- 
entery, squills for dropsy.” Here the| 
mere name of the supposed disease is 
sufficient to determine the parempirict for 
a remedy which crude, indiscriminating | 
experience has sometimes found useful in 
diseases that have been superficially termed | 
gout, rheumatism, ague, dysentery, dropsy, 
but have neither been accurately described | 
nor carefully distinguished from similar | 
affections. | 

From the very frequent cases of the | 
failure of this quackish sort of practice, | 
which is so repulsive to me that I cannot 
dwell long upon it, some well-intentione 
adherents of this method were from time 
to time induced to seek for several reme- 
dies for each name of a disease ; the rude 
experience of ,domestic practice, the ora- 
cles of old herbalist books, or fantastic 
speculation (signature), were the gross 
sources whence these remedies flowed in 
abundance. 


* From Hufeland’s Journal of Practical Medicine, 
vol. xi, pt. 4. . : 

t Parempiricism may stand for the evil demon, 
empiricism for the good genius of experience 





| niac also was of no use. 





This was the plan pursued: “If A 
should not answer, try B, and if this will 
not do, a choice lies among C, D, E, F,G: 
I have often found H and K of service; 
others recommend most highly J and L, 
and I know some who cannot sufficiently 
praise M, U, and Z, whilst others extol 
N,R,and T. Sand X also are said not 
to be bad in this disease. Some English 
physician recently recommended Q in pre- 
ference to all others in this affection; I 


| certainly would be inclined to give it a 
| trial.” 


“ How frequently have I formerly cured 
ague with cinchona,” says another prac- 
titioner, “ and yet of late years I have met 
with some cases where I could do nothing 
with it. One of these, in which bark ha 
long been used in vain, I might almost 
say with injury to the patient, an old wo- 
man in the neighborhood cured with 
chamomile tea. One of my colleagues 
cut short two cases of ague with a few 
emetics, in which neither chamomile tea 


| nor bark in the largest doses was of the 


slightest service. I tried this method in 
cases where neither of the two latter medi- 
cines did good, but the emetics did no 
good in them; I bethought myself of giv- 
ing sal-ammoniac, and to my astonishment 
the patients recovered. Yet have I met 


| with cases where, after bark, chamomile 


and emetics were tried in vain, sal-ammo- 


Just about that 
time I read that gentian and sometimes 


q| Dux vomica were useful in ague. I tried 


them. ‘The former answered in two cases, 
the latter in three, where neither gentian 
nor the other medicines were useful. Bel- 
ladonna is also said to have cured certainly 
and thoroughly some agues where all 
other remedies have been fruitless; and 
some assert they have met with the same 
result from the use of James’ powder and 
calomel. The bark of mahogany and that 
of the horse-chestnut have also been laud- 
ed; but I don’t believe they have much 
power, I can’t tell why. We all know 
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what good effects opium often has. Re- 
cently I was much struck with a case of 
quartan ague, that had tormented a robust 
peasant fora year and a half, in spite of 
the employment of every conceivable rem- 
edy; to my astonishment it yielded to a 
few drops of tincture of ignatia, sent to 
him by a foreign professor. And, between 
you and me, [ must give credit to our 
hangman for having occasionally effected 
radical cures of agues that were ineffect- 
ually treated by myself and my colleagues 
with the above remedies, by means of 
some red drops, which I am eredibly in- 
formed contained arsenic, although he 


caused with it in some cases chronic com- | 


plaints, dropsy, and even death. So ob- 
stinate and capricious are agues some- 
times !” 

My friend, do you never suspect that 
all these were different kinds of agues, or 
rather intermittent diseases differing com- 
pletely from one another? If it were pos- 
sible that an ague could be so capricious 
and obstinate, wherefore did it yield so 
readily to one remedy? 
pect that there may be more than one, 
that there may be perhaps twenty different 
kinds of intermittent fever, which parem- 
pirical imbecility has included under one 
head, has asserted all to belong to a single 
species (intermittent fever,) and has sought 
to combat all with a single remedy, where- 
ag each requires its peculiar remedy, with- 
out thereby deserving to be called eapri- 
cious or obstinate. 

“Ah! but the practical physician has 
neither the inclination nor the time to 
draw such fine distinctions betwixt simi- 
lar diseases and to assign to each its ap- 
propriate remedy. If the patient tells us 
he has intermittent fever, | and my ecol- 
leagues give him” (you fool! do you not 
wish to ten a bit wiser?) “at first an 
emetic or two; if that does no good, or 
does harm, we then give him cinchona; if 
that does not cure in large doses, neither 
the common sort nor the royal bark, we 
then give—” 

Just so; you blindly give one after the 
other until you hit upon the right one. 
Bat you can only go on with your experi- 
ments as long as the patience, the purse, 
or the life of your patient lasts! Your 
obedient servant, doctor! 


And thus there arose long lists of sim- | 


ple drugs (interchangeable remedies, succe- 
daneums) which were all, without distinc- 
tion, said to be serviceable for one disease. 

Out of these lists of the names of drugs, 
the more elegant physicians, to give them- 
sélyes an air of rationality whilst they 


Do you not sus- | 


were guilty of the grossest parempiricism’ 
constructed theirc¢ompound prescriptions— 
three, four, or six ague remedies, five, six, 
or eight dropsy remedies, all jumbled to- 
gether, drawn ut hap-hazard from the list, 
| which were recorded in their manuals un- 
| der the name “Intermittent fever,” “ Drop- 
| sy,” and used in practice by coupling them 
with some kind of spirit, syrup, &e. In 
this case, too, the mere name of the dis- 
ease was combatted, but, by your leave, 
reader, much more methodically! with 
several weapons at a time. “If one in- 
| gredient in the mixture does not do any 
| good, then the second and the third, or if 
_all these strings break, the fourth, the sixth, 
| and the eighth, tenth, fifteenth, must effect 
the desired object.” Thenceforth no one 
would look so unlearned as to prescribe 
only a single medicine.* Thenceforth no 
| preseription was given that did not con- 
| tain a hotch-poteh of simple drugs; and 
| that not for investigated, definite diseases, 
| but for mere names of diseases! Parem- 
| piricism could not ascend higher, common 
sense could not descend lower. 


TREATMENT OF THE SYMPTOM. 
| General indications; general remedies. 
| Routine remedies, 


The impossibility of discovering sure 
| remedies for vague names of diseases, in- 
| duced now and then more conscientious 
physicians to distinguish diseases more 

accurately. Those that were evidently 
dissimilar were separated, the similarities 
| of many of them were investigated, and 
| those that were considered to be connected 
| were united in classes, orders, and species, 
| &e., according to the similarity of their 
| exciting causes, the functions that were 
| deranged, the identity of their seat in the 
| body, the peculiar tone of the fibres, and 
some common symptoms. 

By means of this historical view of the 
apparent relations and differences, they 
sought to make us better acquainted with 

| the nature of the innumerable diseases, 


*If Brown could have the merit, though himself 
a practical physician, of having lifted for us the cur- 
| tain which conceals the secret workings of the or- 
ganism from our art, yet this merit is reduced to a 
nullity by that general, injurious and most erroneous 
maxim of his (Elements of Medicine, § xcii): “The 
| cure of any di of iderable violence, and 
scarce of any at all, is never to be entrusted to any 
one remedy; the use of several remedies is prefera- 
| ble to that of one”—a precept that would alone 
prove his incapacity as a teacher of medicine, No- 
| thing is less known or less investigated in nature 
than he powers of medicinal substances, our weapons ! 
How can we learn them otherwise than by using 
them singly? Or is a single drug, if it be the pro- 
per one, Jess powerful to remove a single disease 
than a mixture of several that counteract each oth- 
| er’s action? 
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and to persuade us ‘that then we knew 
enough about them to enable us to cure 
them after that. Some resorted to gene- 
ralising (the ordinary pathologists,) others 
to subdividing (the nosologists.) 

But this labor (and that at the hands of 
men like Rudolph Augustin Vogel or 
Wichmann) was only successful in so far 
as it had reference to the description of 
the course of some epidemic diseases that 
frequently recurred in pretty well defined 
characters, and to the description of en- 
demic diseases of a fixed stamp, and of 
diseases whose cause was evident (the 
symptoms produced by some poisons— 
lead, charcoal vapor—or infection by some 
miasms that never altered their character 
much—syphilis, itch.) Still in all these, 
indescribable varieties occur, which often 
alter the whole affair. 

(For as all other diseases, whatever be 
their outward resemblance—for example, 
the dropsies and tumors, the ehronic skin 
diseases and uleers, the abnormal fluxes of 
blood and mucus, the infinite varieties of 
pains, the hectic fevers, the spasms, the so- 
called nervous affections, &c.—present 
such innumerable differences among them- 
selves in their other symptoms, that every 
single case of disease must as a general 
rule be regarded as quite distinct from all 
the rest, as a peculiar individuality, it is 
evident that any general descriptions of 
them in entire classes must not only be 
superfluous but must lead to error.) 

However, 1 forbear at present from at- 
tempting to estimate their services to our 
art, and shall only observe that the patho- 
logical and nosological investigators who 
possessed this kind of historieal know- 
ledge were not much happier* in their 
treatment than those who treated mere 
names of diseases. 

These in particular were the persons 
who (in combination with the therapeu- 
tists by profession), as a forlorn hope, in- 
vented the make-shift of decyphering the 
appropriate remedy from the description of 
the disease, of devising for diseases ar- 
ranged in ranks and orders some general 
plan of treatment that should be suitable 


* Even the model of graphic susesiation. even the 
most natural picture of the very constantest of all 
diseases, those of an endemie character, never 
guides us to the remedy ;—the most accurate amount 
of pellagra, yaws, sibbens, pian, ringworm, tsémér, 
water-kuik, plica polonica, &c., throws no light on 
the specific remedy that is capable of removing each 
of these maiadies quickly, easily, and radically ; this 
remains still concealed from our eyes in the bo- 
som of nature. What hint, then, could be derived 
for the appropriate remedy from the general de- 
scription of those diseases whose character was less 
constant, which presented more varieties among each 
other, and were more vague ¢ 





for every one of them, that is to say, the 


method of treatment according to general 
indications, the method of treatment by 
means of so-called general remedies. “'The 
indications of impurities in the alimentary 
canal demand evacuations upwards and 
downwards, heat demands cooling medi- 
cines, fluxes demand astringents, putridity 
antispeptics, pains sedatives, weakness 
tonics, spasms anti-spasmodics, constipa- 
tion purgatives, dysuria diuretics, a dry 
skin diaphoretics.” Under the guidane e of 
the frequently misunderstood results of 
experience the evacuants, the cooling rem- 
edies, the astringents, the antispeptics, the 
sedatives, the tonics, the antispasmodics, 
the purgatives, the diuretics, and the dia- 
phoretics were devised, and here was at 
once 2 complete system of therapeutics, 
for the over-completeness of which some 
other classes of remedies were invented 
for symptoms that were often but the off- 
spring of fancy, such as incisives, solvents, 
diluents, &e. 


(To be continued.) 


THE 
Relations of Homw@opathy to Chemistry. 


An Inaugural Address, 


Delivered before the Hahnemann Academy of Medi- 
cine, January 14, 1852. By Joszrn T. Curtis, M.D, 


(Published by order of the Academy.) 


The address to which the above is the 
title, It consists of 
twenty pages, and only a little more than 
seven of these are devoted to the subject 
indicated by the title. Dr. C. says: “I 
wish to be distinctly understood as not 
proposing to supplant vital or dynamic by 
chemical medicine.” Now, this is plain 
enough ; but he says further, “Chemical 
medigine is inadequate to meet functional 
changes; on the other side, dynamic re- 
medies will never per se feed the starved 
organs, nor render superfluous the banish- 
ment of some constituent, prone to accu- 
mulate.” In our opinion there is a false 
assumption in this, which is, that chemical 
laws govern assimilation. We prefer the 
term laws to the word medicine, for 
“chemical medicine” is a mere teehnieality 
of an unsettled meaning in this day. In 
fact the only meaning it has is that of the 
chemical physicians of past ages, whose 


is to us a puzzle. 
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leading doctrine was, “that the operations 
of the living body are all guided by chemi- 
eal actions.” The true doctrine, or that 
which is almost universally received at the 
present day is, that the operations of the 
living body are all guided by vital actions, 
not chemical; and these actions are not 
identical, nor do they resemble each other. 
For this reason we assert that Dr. C. has 
a false assumption for the basis of his doc- 
trine. 

Chemistry never did nor never can teach 
the effeets of substances in the living 
body. It teaches, for example, the com- 
position of water, but it does not teach 
that water quenches thirst. It teaches the 
elements which form a beef-steak, but by 
that knowledge alone we should not know 
that the steak is suitable food, and so of 
all articles of diet. The same mode of 


reasoning will apply with equal force to 


remedial agents. 

But lest we should be accused of injus- 
tice towards the author of the address, we 
quote almost all that is said on the subject, 
and our readers can judge whether our 
brief criticism is just or otherwise :— 

To determine the relations of medicine to 
food, the cardinal point of attention, let us ex- 
amine the various elementary substances in 
nature, in order to ascertain their relation to 
the animal economy. We observe at the very 
outset, one fundamental difference existing 
among them, in virtue of which they are 
divisible into two classes. The first of these 
embraces those bodies which are either, essen- 
tial to, or enter into the composition of the 
animal frame; the second includes those which 
are foreign to the organism, and the presence 
of which, even in comparatively minute quan- 
tities, disturbs the equilibrium of the functions, 
and induces disease. The former of these, 
then, comprises constituent or alimentary bo- 
dies which, in proper combination, are homo- 
geneous to the animal tissues ; the latter a list 
of elements which are incapable, under all ex- 
isting circumstances, of healthful assimilation, 
and hence, in regard to these tissues, are in- 
trinsically heterogeneous or poisonous. To the 
constituents belong, as the chemist demon- 
strates, carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, 
sulphur, phosphorus, chlorine, fluorine, mag- 
nesium, calcicum, sodium, potassium, iron, si- 
licium, &c. The non-constituent or foreign 
embraces arsenic, gold, silver, platina, tin, class 
zine, mercury, antimony, nickel, bismuth and 
many others. 

A little reflection will now satisfy us that the 
above difference is fraught with important con- 





sequences to the pathologist and physician. To 
prosecute the thought, let us take iron and 
arsenic as examples. Iron is an indispensable 
element to blood and muscle, and is found in 
smaller quantities in other living matters ; some 
iron, then, is normal or healthy, but neither 
the solids nor fluids, when sound, contain the 
least appreciable particle of arsenic. More re- 
cent chemieal research has, indeed, occasionally 
pointed out the existence in the animal tissues, 
of lead, copper, and other substances, not al- 
ways recognised as constituent bodies, but 
nearer examination justifies the conclusion 
that several such are casual or extraneous, 
rather than constant, while the total absence 
of all physical proof of the presence of many 
other elements found in nature, stamps the 
above as a legitimate scientific distinction. To 
return, iron, then, is one of the animal ele- 
ments, and as such, subject to excess and de- 
ficiency ; but, is this the case with arsenic? 
The answer is no; the least portion of it, in a 
healthy living organ, is hostile. In this aspect, 
therefore, iron is dietetic, an orderly and con- 
stant supply of it being necessary to the econo- 
my; arsenic, on the other hand, is potential, 
dynamic or alterative, its use being not for 
nourishment, but for exerting a modifying pow- 
er over the morbid vital processes, until such 
time as, these being corrected, it may be elimi- 
nated from the organism. The function in 
medicine of arsenic, and of the class to which 
it belongs, may be aptly compared to that de- 
nominated catalytic, in the language of chem- 
istry, as will be readily understood by the 
scientific student. The conversion of starch, 
by boiling it with dilute sulphuric acid, into 
several kindred bodies, among which are gum 
and grape sugar, furnishes one of the most inte- 
resting examples of this phenomenon. In this 
result the acid undergoes no change, its simple 
presence being adequate to insure the transfor- 
mation of starch into sugar. The decomposi- 
tion of oxygenated water, by the contact of 
platinum and silver, is a still purer catalytic 
result. The effects of the acid and the silver, 
under these circumstances, taking place with- 
out combination or loss of the agents, illustrate 
what is termed dynamic action. 


The criticism just rendered on iron is, of 
course, equally applicable to every nutrient, 
and again the relations of arsenic hold uni- 
formly good of all dynamic or catalytic ele- 
ments. I have already remarked that these 
nutritive substances, in due proportions, com- 
pose the animal fabric ; when they fall beneath 
the normal or regular standard, this deficiency 
just as certainly entails disorder as their excess. 
The one state, in fact, is starvation, the other 
repletion. Without lime, for example, the 
secretion of milk fails, the bones and teeth 
grow soft, or are arrested in their develop- 
ment ; without soda, no bile can be formed ; 
without phosphorus and magnesia, the nervous 
tissues lose their energy, and the impaired 
condition of the brain is evinced by loss of me- 
mory, frightful headaches and impending pa- 
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ralysis ; ghastly paleness, prostration, faintings 
and coldness, attend the lack of carbon; de- 
prived cf sulphur, the hair would rapidly cease 
to grow, and the absence of iron is marked by 
lividity, disordored digestion, passive dropsy, 
and other symptoms of an anwmic or chlorotic 
character. 

The food we receive daily furnishes the natu- 
ral source of these alimentary substances, and 


| abnormal deficiency of vital elements. 


serves, during health, to repair the waste of | 


these matters through the skin, kidneys, and 
other excretories consequent upon the voluntary 
and vegetative functions of the economy. Hence 
the equilibrium is preserved. 
particular organs induces a disproportionate 


consumption of their substance, and hence of 


the elements from which this substance is 
formed. Excesses in watching, thought and 
muscular effort, for example, by overtaxing the 
brain and muscular fibre, render these tissues 
rapidly effete, and, therefore, cause an exag- 
gerated demand for their peculiar pabulum, as 
phosphorus and iron. It is easy thus to per- 
ceive how the highly artificial or voluntary life, 
so distinctive of man, breaks the vegetative 
balance and produces impoverishment of nutri 
tion. On the contrary, inefficiency of the ex- 


cretory organs, bad medication and vicious 
feeding lead equally, sooner or later, to a sur- 
plus of one or more vital constituents. 

These remarks suffice briefly to illustrate the 
subject and to prepare us for the next step in 
the investigation, which is evidently to deter- 


mine their practical bearing on the elaboration 
of the materia medica, and consequently, their 
influence in the treatment of the sick. If the 
views I have taken be correct, it is plainly 
erroneous to suppose that the cure of a malady 
always requires positive treatment, that is to 
say, something to be administered in the way 
of medicine. Cases are presumable, nay, de- 
monstrable, ia which the main duty devolving 


on the rational physician should be the exclu- | 
sion of some specific organic elementascertained | 


to preponderate already in the organism. 


‘The only method known to the vitalist of 
determining the action on the human body, of | 


various substances, is watching and noting 
the changes which ensue on ad 
them to the healthy subject. Such was the 
course pursued by the modern master, and 
such are the results submitted to the world in 
his Pure Materia Medica. Among the sub- 
stances there tried, we find many of the nutri- 


Inordinate use of 


| 
| 
| 


ministering | 


ent class, viz.: ammonia, Jime, magnesia, soda, | 
phosphorus, silex, carbon, potash, sulphur, iron, 


&e. 


that he contemplated only a purely positive pa- 


It is in place here, however, to observe, | 


thogenesis, the nature of his experiments hav- | 
ing been such as to ensure a class of symptoms | 
dependent on an excess of the substance under | 


trial. Hahnemann’s records of dietetic agents 
are, indeed, particularly remarkable for symp- 
tom-groups of an apparently antagonistic cha- 
racter. These are classified by him as primary 
and secondary effects; the first, according to 
his opinion, being the product of the remedy, 
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the other the re-action of the constitution. 
These secondary groups may represent, then, 
a comparative, but by no means an absolute or 
I have 
already, however, said sufficient to show that 
positive pathogenesis can never exhibit the in- 
dications for the employment of special nutri- 
tive elements. To assert the contrary would, 
in fact, be to maintain that surplus and lack of 
these elements are betrayed by precisely the 
same phenomena. Such an assumption is con- 
trary to reason and experience. We derive, 
hence, the important practical conclusion, that 
it behoves us to enter upon a new order of 
drug-provings, which shall embrace the nega- 
tive pathogenesis of all the alimentary substan- 
These trials will reveal the individual 
changes of the organism under the privation of 
particular elements, and thus pave the way to 
a system of accurate special dietetics. Studied 
in this light, the positive symptoms of dietetic 
bodies would, in all cases, point out, not their 
homeeopathicity, but their identity or isopathic 
quality in diseases they resemble. This position 

he gravest import, and, if not erroneously 
founded, shows that the positive results of or- 
ganic elements, now exhibited in our Materia 
Medica, are to be regarded as contra-indications 
of their use in disease. I should avoid iron, 
for'example, because the parallelism between 
its positive effects and my ailment indicated its 
excess in my constitution, or I should choose 
silex, because the symptoms of its negative tri- 
als, corresponding with my own, showed an 
impoverishment of that particular constituent. 
Thus, abstinence from acids is found proper in 
softening of the bones, and I have known inve- 
terate catarrhs permanently ameliorated by the 
abandonment of common salt, (chloride of so- 
dium.) Yet, apart from the distinctions I have 
just drawn, phosphoric acid would seem ho- 
meeopathic to bone-softening, and no remedies 
in our b’ervice appear more appropriate in pul- 
monary catarrhs than the different forms of 
soda. 

The prosecution of negative or privative 
trials would obviously present far greater diffi- 
culties than have been encountered in drug- 
provings hitherto. Each experiment of this 
kind must be grounded upon the systematic 
exclusion, from the diet, of the article on trial. 
It might, in all probability, be impossible totally 
to eliminate it; perhaps a reduction of it to the 
minimum would be sufficient, especially asthese 
researches would require to be tested and per- 
fected by the co-operation of the physiological 
chemist. Lime provings would admit, for in- 
stance, of the use of potatoes, peas, and perhaps 
occasionally of oat-meal and wheat; it is much 
more abundant, however, in rye and barley, 
whence preparations from these would weaken 
the result. Again, animal muscle, milk, 
cheese, and shell-fish, abound in lime, and, 
therefore, would be totally inadmissible. The 
nutritious grains, generally, contain a great deal 
of silex, hence, the use of unbolted meal would 
spoil the negative pathogenesis of this sub- 
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stance. In the composition of rye, we find 
about twenty-one times as much oxide of iron 
as in potatoes; the starvation trials of iron 
would, consequently, make the former inadmis- 
sible. The yolks of eggs, also, are so rich in 
iron that their continued use as diet might 
elicit the symptoms of a surplus of this metal. 

It is not my purpose, however, to extend 
here the details of this subject, but only to ex- 
pose its principles, extent and connection with 
chemical and dynamic medicine. 

There remains yet to be considered one im- 
portant feature of the action on the constitution 
of assimilable substances. I mean their beha- 
vior in states of combination. The effects of 
vegetable and mineral acids, compouhd bases 
and plants, generally present great varieties, 
and are often very different from what, judging 
from their analyses, we have been led to con- 
jeeture. Carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, and 
oxygen, so congenial to human want in the 
form of egg-white and cheese, combine, either 
all or in part, in different proportions, and form 
the palsying strychnine, or the stili deadlier 
prussic acid. Ovxalic and nitric acids, and the 
wide range of vegetable alkaloids, are examples 


of this truth. Of these articles, the homeopa- | 


thic Materia Medica embraces a large number ; 
the symptoms of many of them are minute and 
extensive,and we prescribe them daily with 
greater or less success. Such results appear, 
at first sight, to controvert the views I have 
offered, and to demonstrate no essential dis- 
tinction to exist between the Jaws of pure 
food-elements and medicinal bodies. This 
doubt will cease to embarrass us, if we consider 
that worn-out tissues, which obviously consist 
of alimentary elements, could never be extruded 
from the system, were not certain combinations 
of these elements possible, inharmonig te, and 
incompatible with the healthy structutes—in 
other words, if carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and 
oxygen, were under all circumstances capable 
of appropriation, it is plain enough that the 
economy would never part with them at all. 
Hence, it is evident that the presence of excre- 
tory matters, in the constitution, must necessa- 
rily awaken reactions or morbid manifestations, 
and in-so-far, simulate the general results ob- 
served from the presence of strictly foreign 
elements. 

This elucidation of the apparent discrepancy 
alluded to above, if not sufficiently full for fu- 
ture purposes, seems, nevertheless, satisfactory, 
and gives a clue for unravelling this intricate 
and interesting matter. Minute quantities of 
nitric, oxalic, and | believe, of prussic acid, are 
digestible, that is to say, capable of resolution 
by the organism into their constituent ele- 
ments, and thence of appropriation, according 
to the normal laws of the economy; in larger 
quantities, however, the vital powers proving 
insufficient to rend or decompose them, they 
retain their proper organic combinations un- 
broken, and, hence, act as dynamic or chemical 
integers. This view is strengthened by the 





fact that, in certain morbid states, cyanogen 
and oxalic and nitric acids pass the kidneys, 
thus proving the cognate vital relations of these 
and similar bodies to urie acid and urea, which 
are the limits of the vital disintegrating power. 
The laws of vegetable remedies appear identi- 
cally the same, and we find that heat, moisture 
and exposure, so far break up their constitu- 
tions as to prevent them from exerting a unitary 
action. Many poisonous plants are rendered 
edible by culinary processes. This explanation 
will perhaps serve also to show why we are 
not unfrequently disappointed in the operation 
of composite constituent remedies, their dyna- 
mic effect being lost if they undergo assimila- 
tion. 

Here we have aremarkable combination oi 
facts and theories, of false assumptions, and 
illogical reasonings, which caused us to say 
at the beginning of this notice, that the 
address is to us a puzzle. We hope our 
readers will be better able than ourself to 
perceive the pertinency of Dr. C.’s sug- 
gestions to a purer hom«opathic practice. 
For the life of us, we zannot perceive it. 
It is beyond a doubt the old “chemical 
medicine” attempted to be revived, al- 
though the author intimates that it is not 
so. We have not the room nor the ineli- 
nation to enter upon an analysis of the 
above quotation. Therefore we present 
another test of the doctrine of the address. 

There are two things established in the 
art of healing: Ist, The law of cure, similia 
similibus curantur. 2d. The doses of 
drugs, to be curative, must be small and at- 
tenuated. As one law of cure is all that 
is necessary, so far as we know, and as na- 
ture does not multiply her laws without 
reason, and only one law of cure being es- 
tablished, and no other one known, we are 
warranted in assuming that there is but 
one, and therefore every mode of medical 
treatment inconsistent with the established 
law, either in the selection of the drug 
for the disease, or the dose, must be false. 
Large doses of crude or attenuated drugs 
do not act curatively; this is admitted 
virtually even by Dr. Curtis, who says that 
arsenic in “the least portion of it, in a 
healthy living organ, is hostile.” The cu- 
rative property of drugs is only known 
by minute or attenuated quantities, and this 
fact renders the homeopathic Materia 
Medica indispensable in the healing art. 
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Chemistry can teach the elemental com- 
position of the structure of our bodies; 
and, as no doubt there is in one individual | 
more iron, for example, than in another, yet 
it does not follow that there is an excess in 
the one and a deficiency in the other. Dr. C. 
To make 





illogically assumes that it does. 
his reasoning sound on this branch of} 
his subject, he should have fixed a stand- | 
ard by which we might know how much | 
iron, sulphur, phosphorus, magnesium, | 
&c., each person must have in the fluids 
and solids of his body to be in health. 
The appearances he indi- | 
cative of excess or deficiency of these 
elements may be true for aught we know, 
yet it is not certain, and therefore cannot | 
But assume that 


describes as 


be relied on in practice. 
the symptoms described by Dr. C. exist, 
and allow the cause to be deficiency of 
soda and magnesia, would feeding the pa- 
tient on soda and magnesia cure him? 
We answer it would not! But might not 
food which has soda and magnesia natu- 
rally combined with it, cure the patient ? 
We cannot say but it might essentially 
aid in the cure, provided such food is 
agreeable to the patient, he being prompted 
to it by his appetite, and not otherwise. 

But under such circumstances, where is | 
Dr. C.’s chemical doctrine? It has nothing | 
to do with it. 

A person can never be nourished by | 
food that is offensive to him. Nor rs 
lime be increased in the solids and fluids 
of the living body by quarts of lime wa- 
ter. A chemical effect may be produced 
in the stomach by substances coming di- 
rectly in communication, but the chemi- 
cal laws go no further; they accomplish 
their work in a few minutes, and cease. 

We look upon the address of Dr. C. as 
an attempt to show cause why certain 
practitioners who take rank in the homeeo- 
pathic school, may consistently employ 
large doses of drugs, and even depart from 
the law of cure on the ground of chemi- 
wl indications by a supposed deficiency of 
iron, soda, magnesia, sulphur, &c, in the 
living body. 


| dose in which it is administered.” 
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HOMCEOPATHY AND ITS OPPO- 
NENTS. 


(Continued from page 158.) 


Tue end may sometimes justify the means, 
or, at all events, excuse a resort to many 
an equivocal proceeding. As a part of his 
philosophy, and from a very natural feaF 
that if the truth were told, it would be fa- 
tal to his “illustrations,” Dr. Blatchford 
has very complaisantly resorted to fiction 
in the place of fact; his end was to kill 
Homeopathy—the means did not trouble 


| him much, a lie was as good as truth with 


those who knew no better. Whether ig- 
norance or villany prompt the effort to 
utter a falsehood, may be of some value 
in estimating the charecter of a writer who 
would enlighten the masses on a subject 
he cordially hates, and so may Dr. Blatch- 
ford’s merits be tested by what he has 
himself, said. 

It ig asserted by Hahnnemann in his 
275th aphorism, that “ the appropriation of 
a medicine to any given case of disease, 


} does not depend solely upon the cireum- 
| stanee of its being perfectly home@opathie, 


but also upon the minute quantity of the 
If too 
strong a dose be given, injury follows in- 
evitably, though the medicine be salutary 
in its pature; “ because, in virtue of its 
homeopathic character, the remedy acts 
precisely on those parts of the organism 
which have already been most exposed to 
the attacks of the natural disease.” There 
hence follows, as we are told in the 276th 
aphorism, a medicinal “aggravation,” an 
“ artificial malady, which is very analagous 
to the natural one. It is true the patient 
no longer suffers from the primitive malady 
which has been homeopathically destroyed, 
but he suffers so much more from the me- 
dicinal one, which was much too powerful, 
and from unnecessary debility.” Again— 
“for this very reason,” says Hahnemann, 
“and because a remedy administered in a 
dose sufficiently small is so much more 
efficacious, nay, almost wonderfully so, in 
proportion as it has been homeopathically 
selected, in the same manner, a medicine 





168 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMMOPATHY. 








whose peculiar symptoms correspond per- 
fectly with those of the disease, ought to be 


salutary in proportion as the dose ap- 
proaches nearer to the appropriate minute- 
ness to which it should be reduced to effect 
@ gentle cure.” 
A fool might misunderstand this lan- 
@uage, a knave would purposely misrepre- 
sent it, and where both qualities of the 
mind are exercised in suiting but a small 
portion of our quotations to its objects, 





there is no scruple in the execution of the | 
dirty work. Dr. B. therefore sets out to 


prove, by quoting only the italicised por- 


tion of our extracts, that to a certain ex- | 


tent, and under certain circumstances, the 
more you reduce the dose of a medicine, 
the more you increase its power, or the 
nearer you approach its “ highest potence.” 


He therefore says of Hahnemann, that | 


“rather than relinquish his favorite law, 
(similia similibus curantur,) rather than 
commit this, his darling offspring, to the 


tomb of oblivion, the astonishing, the | 


mighty discovery was made, that infinitesi- 
mal doses of medicine can combat disease in 
all its various forms, with a power which 
increases as it diminishes.” Credat Judeus 
Appella! Tell it not in Troy—publish it 
not in the great city of New-York, that 
there lives so great an ass as to make 
such a deliberate assertion, and charge the 


| 


} 


| per degree, &e. 


to say, as muchas possible.” The genuine 
extract reads—*“But the signs of amend- 
ment furnished by the mind and temper of 
the patient are never visible, (shortly af- 
ter he has taken the remedy,) but where 
the dose has been attenuated to the pro- 
A dose stronger than 
necessary (even of the most homa@opathic 
remedy) acts with too great violence, and 
plunges the moral and intellectual faeul- 
ties into such disorder, that it is impossi- 
ble to discover quickly any amendment 
that takes place.” What proof is there 
here of anything more than this, that in- 
finitesimal doses of medicinal substances 
are really curative in proportion to that 
diminution of quantity, which shall merely 
produce an almost insensible aggravation of 
the disease? Dr. B. would have his dupes 
believe that the 30th attenuation of any 
medicine was asserted to be more powerful 
than the first, or that a drop of any of the 
strong tinctures was Jess potent than the 
same quantity in an ounce of water. The 
power is with the greater quantity, but it 


| is not always a power for good, as homeo- 


pathic physicians well know. In its cura- 


| tive effect, a high dilution may be far more 
| powerful than a low one; therefore, the 


precise dose necessary in any case will 


same upon the immortal Germdn as a | 


“mighty discovery.” No! rather let us at 
once frankly say, that it is the scheme of 
a cunning knave, who would profit by the 
deception. Nowhere in the “ Organon,” 
nor in any homeopathic book, is the state- 
ment put forth as Dr. Blatchford has it, 
and yet this gentleman says to his bearers, 
“Tf you have any doubts, the following 
extracts will remove them all.” Doubts 
about what? Why, that the power of a 
medicine increases as you diminish the 
qnantity; in other words, the higher po- 
tencies are more powerful than the lower 
ones. 

The first extract is a small and altered 





merely destroy the diseased action to which 
it is opposed. “ How insignificant and ri- 
diculous is mere theoretic incredulity when 


opposed to the infallible evidence of facts.” 


In his 280th aphorism, Hahnemann uses 
the following language: “It is of little 
import whether the attenuation goes so 
far as to appear almost impossible to ordi- 
nary physicians whose minds feed on no 
other ideas but what are gross and mate- 
rial. All their arguments and vain asser- 
tions will be of little avail, when opposed to 
the dictates of unerring experience.” Dr. 
Blatchford quotes a portion of this lan- 
guage, but has taken care to omit the sen- 
tence we have italicised, and to add a por- 
tion of the note at the bottom of the page. 
Hahnemann says in this note, that any sul- 


portion of the note to the 253d aphorism, | stance may be infinitesimally divided, yet 
which Dr. B. gives thus: “The dose must | each portion shall retain a “small share” 
be attenuated to the proper degree—that is | of the original material. However diminu- 
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tive the particles may be, they still are 
something, and cannot be reduced to no- 
thing. Immense powers exist which have 
no weight, and these are consequently 
lighter than the medicinal contents of the 
smallest conceivable homeopathic doses. 
Can you weigh those harsh words which 
shall excite‘a bilious fever, or the sad in- 
telligence of a son’s death, which shall 
end the life of amother? Would you de- 
sire proof that even the imponderable bo- 
dies can produce violent effects on man? 


Then put your hand for fifteen minutes | 


upon a magnet capable of sustaining an 
hundred pounds, and the pain you shall 
feel will teach you a lesson not soon for- 


gotten. 


But this extreme or infinite divisibility of | 
| knowing to the fact of M. Guérard having 


matter appears to be a severe tax on Dr. 
Blatchford’s credulity. We wish we could 
with truth say think that he has read 
or studied as a professional man should 
to talk and write with 
authority and judgment. If he had done 


so, the discovery might have been made by 


or 


who undertakes 


him, “ that a grain of indigo may be divided 
into thirty-eight billions of visible parts; 
and when we consider that a human being 
could not count a single billion, working 
night and day, in a shorter period than 


thirty thousand years, we may form a faint 


conception of the number of particles in 
agrain of matter.” 
der Naturlehre, Heidelberg, 1829.) Is the 
mind not startled at this, although the es- 


timate is only of the visible particles in a | 


solitary grain? Has Dr. Blatehford read 
the Essay of Ehrenberg, in Taylor's Scien- 
tific Memoirs? Has he ever been able to 
form any estimate of the degree of mi- 
nuteness of the particles of which the 
microscope can take cognisanee? There 
is much, we fear, for Dr. Blatchford to learn 
ere he finds out the folly of experience 
flanked by prejudice, particularly when op- 
posed to such as is founded on innumera- 
ble facts.* 

In the introduction to the Organon, the 
word dynamic frequently occurs. It is 
derived from évvaus force or power, par- 


*See Law's Inquiry into the simple bodies of 
Chemistry—Med. Gazette, Dec. 6, 1850, p. 972. 





| his own kith and kin. 


bt. #8 i 
| remedy 1s thus applied : 


(Muneke, Handbuch 
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ticularly that. which is termed vital. The 
dynamie school are those physiologists 
who believe that all vital phenomena result 
from the operation of an immaterial force 
or power, acting independently of all ex- 
ternal causes. They also believe that me- 
dicival agents possess a dynamie power. 
Dr. Blatchford says it is a “ senseless term,” 
and wonders “ Hahnemann did not call his 
system the dynamic system of medicine, 
instead of the homeopathic.” The term 
may appear “ senseless” to some minds, but 
this will not in the least affect its propriety, 
nor does Dr. Blatchford seem to be at all 


| aware of its adoption by allopathic writers, 


We give a little evi- 
dence from our opponents. 
We may venture to hope that Dr. B. is 


| used ammonia with greatsuccess in asthma. 


In many cases of pulmonary emphysema 
ry’ 
The 


a small pencil of 


the relief has been instantaneous. 
charpie is dipped into pure liquid ammonia, 
and then instantly into a glass of water, 
after which it is immediately passed to the 
back of the throat, touching rapidly the 
velum, uvula, and cesophagus to a greater 
or less extent. The pencil must not be 
carried tuo deeply into the throat, nor al- 
lowed to remain too long in contact with 
the soft parts, especially the posterior wall 
of the pharynx, for the reaction is some- 
times frightful, and menaces instant death. 


| Now comes an important question: What 


is the ¢rue principle of acticn of the reme- 
dy? We should like to inquire of the 
united wisdom of the State Medical So- 
ciety, how the ammonia acts in these cases, 
if not by virtue of its “dynamic power?” 
And the proof that its action is dynamie, 
is just this, that if any other irritating 
remedy, the actual cautery for instance, 
boiling alcohol, &c., be used, the disease is 
What, then, is the nature of 
It is 
purely hyposthenic, there is humoral evacu- 


aggravated. 
the dynamie action of the ammonia? 


tion (mucus, tears,) and subsequently, 
similar results to those produced by other 
hyposthenic agents.* 


* Annales de Therapeutique, Nov. 1845. 
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Those who like Dr. Blatchford ean only | There are certainly not many in the 
put forth their opposition to homeopathy | ¢ivilised world who are not more or less 


- affected by this complaint, and it is well 
in the shape of exaggerated and false known how little relief can be brought by 


statements, are ever ringing the changes | the so-called rational medicine. In addi. 
about the quantity of alcohol and sugar it | tion to the extraction of the bad tooth there 
takes to prepare the dilutions and attenua- | are very few other remedies, and these are 
tions. The method of doing this is, how- applicable only in some cases, and even in 
ees ab hated du weit ie in Ceertie 3 these the results are very uncertain. There. 

ria ° ry aying | fore all the known house-remedies are at 
of an extremely small jackass, that we are | first applied, often to the great detriment 
tempted to pass it by as too ridiculous for of the health, and when they have been 
notice. When the assertion is made, that | taken without relief, the patient goes to a 
it takes more than quintillions of tons of | thong to get relief by the extraction, 


aiedl in of ch | , though he knows that it is a tooth lost for 
sugar to reduce a grain oF charcoal or sul | his whole life, and experience has shown 


phur to the fortieth degree, the lie is so | us that after such sort of relief the next 
palpable and gross, so specially intended | tooth often becomes affected. 

to deceive, that it carries its own refuta-| Homeopathy does not pretend to cure 
tion with it. The trick is mean enouch,. | #!! the different kinds of toothache, either 
© >| quickly or for ever, but it can give relief 


but not too mean to serve the purposes of | . 
purp ‘in the greatest number of cases, and acts 


those who practice it, the very men who | in the same manner as in the cure of all 
talk and write so boldly of the exalted | other diseases. According to the princi- 
honor of the profession. Bah! ples of homeopathy, the toothache is mere- 
Nov. 1851. Kopp, /|'y ® symptom of an internal uneasiness of 
. | the vital power, which never exists alone, 
(Fo be continnel.) in | but is followed by many other symptoms, 
though the latter are so few and obscure, 
| that they are not remarked but by accurate 
ON TOOTHACHE. observation. 
| The totality of the symptoms of a dis- 
| ease gives a perfect picture of the disease 
itself, and indicates the most useful remedy 
‘in accordance with the great principle 
An Essay read by him. in 1835, before the Allopathic | “ similia similibus curantur.” Asa painter 
Gy See | cannot draw a perfect picture by the deli- 
I sevreve that this learnéd’8ocietv, of | neation of one feature, as the eyes, or nose, 
which I have the honour to be a member, | or mouth, so neither can the homeeopathist 
expects that the subject of my paper will | cure a disease by looking only at one symp- 
bear some relation to homeopathy. In| tom. The great characteristic of a good 
answer to this supposed expectation, I will | homeopathic practitioner is to take to- 
endeavour, briefly, to prove how a medicine, | gether all the present symptoms, and then 
producing a disease in a healthy subject, | to analyse the most prominent of them. 
will relieve a like natural disease. To fix | The difference, therefore, between allo- 
your attention on a suitable instance, I | pathy and homeopathy is that, in the 
choose a complaint which, indeed, is not former, numbers of remedies are mixed 
dangerous, but often, from the intensity of | together for a cure of disease, and in the 
pain, reduces the patient almost'to despair. | latter only one remedy is employed, which 
This complaint, under ordinary treatment, | meets the demands of the ease, that is, of 
can only be cured completely by the remo- | the symptoms present. It is therefore 
val of the offending part; but for its relief | necessary that the homeopathist should 
the Materia Medica contains a great num- | know all the pathogenetic effects of the 
ber of remedies, and it will never permanent- | remedy he selects. 
ly disappear without the application of the Homeopathy has many remedies which 
specific remedy—I mean the toothache. in the healthy state will produce toothache. 
As it is impossible to enumerate now all 


* (Translated from the fifteenth volume of Ar- | the different kinds of toothache, and their 
chives, by Dr. Stiss, to whom we tender our best h hie t I will only cive a 
thanks. It would redound much to our credit if we, | homeeopathic treatment, | will only give : 





By Dr. Von BaewntncHausen. 


— 





in 1852, could ehow och available ~~ comapeeies- few examples how homeopathy acts in 
sive acquaintance with the Materia Medica as ? Sa SO : 
veteran Beenninghausen showed himself master of such — I choose for this ay r 
in 1835.—Ep.] peculiar kind of toothache, but still o 
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common oécurrence, viz., the throbbing 
pains in the teeth, the pulsative pains, which 
are produced by thirty-five remedies, but 
for the relief of which kind of toothache I 
have used only sixteen, and with the best 
result. 

J. After a cold, produced by exposure to 
an easterly wind, a fever with great con- | 
cestion towards the head frequently takes 
place, together with a burning heat in the 
fuee, frequent and hard pulse, and great 
agitation of body and mind. To these 
symptoms may be added, violent throbbing 
toothache, chiefly on one side, and occu- 
pying the whole jaw, with redness of the 
cheek. In such cases Aconite is the only 
specific. 

II. Another kind of throbbing pain in the | 
teeth, produced also very often by cold, 
but without fever, will be cured by Caus- 
ticum. It is almost always accompanied | 
by painful sensibility, swelling and ready | 
bleeding of the gums, with dragging pains 
in the muscles of the face, in the eyes and | 
ears. 

I was myself affected last winter for | 
several days with this complaint, because |] 
did not understand, from the absence of'| 
the other principal symptoms, which was | 
the right remedy to select. After having 
employed, without relief, many remedies, I 
was cured in two hours by taking one dose 
of Causticum, and from that time I have | 
not suffered from a similar toothache. The | 
toothache to which Causticum is appro- 
priated is always of a chronic nature, Caus- 
ticum having a long medicinal action ; but | 
remedies whose action is limited to a short | 
period will never affect this kind of tooth- 
ache, 

Ill. Chamomiilla is very useful in throb- 
bing toothache, affecting especially women 
and children. The kind of toothache which 
is relieved by this remedy is almost always 
insupportable at night, and increased by 


the warmth of the bed, and causing des- | 


pair to the patient, who runs about, and 
keeps moaning ; there is generally redness 
and swelling of one cheek ; the hair is 
moist; there is great thirst, and swelling 
of the submaxillary glands. 

Some years ago, | remember my wife 
was seized with violent toothache of the 
kind I have just described. As I was ab- 
sent from home Dr. B., who attended at 
that time my suffering wife, gave her at 
first Aconite, in consequence of the feverish 
symptoms; as they were not diminished, 
on the next day he gave her Pulsatilla, 
which did not produce the slightest effect ; 
the third day Bryonia was administered ; 
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B., who now thought that homeopathy 
was insufficient, applied, on the fourth day, 
eighteen leeches, and gave « mixture, 
which produced for the first time a short 
relief; but after a quarter of an hour the 


isame violent toothache returned, and be- 


came insupportable. The fifth day I re- 
turned, at four P. M., from my journey, 
and found my wife suffering from the in- 
tensest pain. After having inquired into 
what had been done for her, and having 
well examined her state, I gave her at once 
a dose of Chamomilila. At five o’clock the 
pain ceased and the swelling of the cheek 
disappeared. 

IV. The kind of throbbing toothache 
cured by China is not of frequent occur- 
rence. 

| remember chiefly one ease, which hap- 
pened to me whilst travelling through the 
country. A young girl, well featured and 


| pleasant to look at, had become, when I 


saw her again, pale and thin. She suffered 
from violent throbbings in the teeth, in- 


| creased chiefly after meals and at night, 


and were slightly relieved by strong pres- 
sure and biting on the teeth, while a slight 
touch rendered the pains insupportable. 
In the meantime she had continual diar- 
rheea, and profuse night-sweats ; she was 
very weak and could searcely walk about. 

As she begged me to relieve her suffer- 
ing, | gave hera small dose of China, and 
the next morning, when I set off, she told 
me, highly delighted, that she had had a 
| very good nignt, had no toothache, and 
‘had been free from night-sweat; and 
when I called. on her some months after- 
wards, I found her again nice-looking and 
handsome. A quite similar toothache can 
be produced by the abuse of China, as I 
have observed already twice, in young men 

who were in the habit of taking every 
| morning China-brandy. It is clear in such 
| a case China would not be applicable. 

All the symptoms were cured, in one 
ease, by Arnica, in another by Pulsatilla, 
two remedies which answered more the 
genera! symptoms than the throbbings. 

V. Persons who are accustomed to suf- 
fer very often from athrobbing pain in the 
teeth are, after the nature of the accom- 
panying symptoms, almost always cured 
by Aconite, Chamomilla, Ignatia, Nux, or 
Pulsatilla. But there are also throbbings 
in persons who never take coffee, and for 
which toothache the Tincture of Coffea 
cruda is the specific. 

Last Christmas I ealled upon a friend’s 
family, who lived strictly according to the 
rules of the homeopathic diet, and never 


| 





but this remedy also gave no relief. Dr. 


took coffee. I found the housewife suffer- 
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was | pole, which, by experience, we know takes 


throbbing, and the patient ran erying from | away the effect of the north pole. Wha 


one room to another, complaining of insup- 
portable pain ; though she confessed that 
sometimes the pains were not so intense, 
yet they affected her very much. The ae- 
count of her sufferings was interrupted by 
erying, and she behaved herself with a 
certain hastiness, like a person distracted, 
which last symptom struck me. the more, 
as I knew her consistent and firm charac- 
ter when she was in health. 


I gave her at once a small dose of Coffea 
cruda 6, and after two minutes the throb- 
bings disappeared, and the remaining sensi- 
bility of the part affected was taken off in 
five minutes afterwards by Ignatia. The 
whole evening now passed in the usual 
way, and during the week I stopped there 
nothing similar happened. Some daysago 
I saw her again, when she told me that 
she had not had any attack of toothache 
since. 

VI. A remarkably quick-acting remedy 
for a kind of throbbing pain in the teeth is 
the north pole of the magnet. 

This throbbing is almost always accom- 
panied by burning, and has‘étaseat in the 
lower jaw, followed by # hot and red 
cheek ; it beeomes worse from warmth, and 
after meals. Generally there is a chilli- 
ness over the whole body; great irrita- 
bility; trembling and quivering of the 


limbs. In spring and autumn this kind of 


toothache is very frequent. Its cure is 
soon accomplished, the patient touching 
with the forefinger the north pole of the 
magnet as long as the paim'@eems to be 
increased. " 

I cannot forbear mentioning an applica- 
tion of the magnet , which, however, was 
not followed by success, yet shews its 
strong effect. 

A servant of mine came into my study 
one evening, and begged me to give him 
some relief for his toothache, which had 
pained him since four P. M., and was al- 
ways increasing. The pain was throbbing, 
and was in the upper jaw. As all the 
symptoms, except the last one, indicated 
the north pole of the magnet, I applied it 
at once (power of magnet capable of lift- 
ing two oz.) ; but he had searcely touched 
it with his finger, when he grasped his 
cheek with his other hand, and eried out, 
“Oh! it springs downwards!” The pain 
was merely removed from the upper jaw 
to the lower one, but continued with the 
same intensity. It is certain that this me- 
tastasis was produced by the north pole, 
and cure could not be expected from it. 
I then allowed him to touch the south 





I expected happened; he had only jus 
touched the south pole, when he cried out. 
“Oh! it springs again upwards!” So my 
purpose was answered ; and shortly after. 
wards I gave him Pulsatilla, which cure; 
him completely : that was no imaginativ; 

VIL. Ido not know whether there js , 
syphilitic toothache of a throbbing cha. 
racter for which Mercurius would be t 
specific, because it has the power to pro. 
duce in a healthy person all the chic 
symptoms of syphilis; but there is 
throbbing in the teeth, which comes o 
from abuse of Mercury, and is wors, 
towards the evening, in bed, until mid. 
night, and even through the whole night 
and prevents the patient from sleeping 
Acidum nitricum is generally the speci 
for this kind. 

I attended, two months ago, a young 
man, who had some time before contracted 
gonorrhea, and had applied for relief tos 
young physician, who had probably ver 
little experience in such eases. This pa- 
tient came into my room in the greatest 
despair ; talked at first only of his unfor. 
tunate position, without mentioning his 
complaint, and spoke of committing suicide 
After having consoled and encouraged 
him, he told me his sufferings, and showed 
me his palate, whieh was corroded bj 
chancres, his gums lacerated by ulcers, and 
covered with thick, swollen, yellow-colored 
crusts, and his tongue with ulcerous mar- 
gins, with a sensation of the tongue falling 
off; the dread of the loss of this organ, 
which he thought could not be avoided. 
gave him the greatest anxiety, and impelled 
him to think of suicide. The gonorrhea 
had disappeared, but in its stead the 
above-mentioned symptoms occurred. | 
perceived at once that this was a case of 
mecurialism. 

I therefore gave him at first a small dos: 
of Hepar. sulph., after which remedy thi 
palate and gums looked quite different the 
next day, and the patient began again to 
enjoy his life. Two days afterwards the 
above mentioned kind of toothache came 
on, for which I ordered him Acidum nitri- 
cum, in a high dilution, and the fourti 
day the hitherto suffering patient called on 
me, comparatively cured. I saw him again 
several times, when he felt himself as well 
as ever, after I had cured in eight days, 
with one dose of Petroleura, the gonorrhea, 
which had again made its appearance. 

VIII. In only one case of throbbing in 
the teeth was Platina the specific remedy. 
The pain was like a pulsative digging 
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I told him now some characteristic 


especially towards the evening, and by rest, | symptoms of this remedy, viz.: the preva- 


whilst the patient several times began in- 
voluntarily tocry out, At first Pulsatiila 
seemed to me indicated, but it did not 
answer. 

© The next day, when a friend of hers 
brought me the report of the case, I asked 


} her more particularly for the aecompany- | 


© ing symptoms, and | soon perceived why 
© Pulsatilla had no effect. The throbbing 
} was followed by a clammy numbness, 
which affected the whole suffering part. 


la the mean time the monthly period was | 


too early and abundant, and in her mind 
had been lately observed a pride, with con- 
ceit, and contempt of all about her, which 
had never before been seen. Here every 
homeopathist would have administered, as 
| did, Platina, which cured in a few 
hours, not only the whole toothache, but 
ameliorated her spirits, and restored the 
catamenia to their former regularity. 


IX. With a eure of throbbings in the | 


teeth by Pulsatilla, which frequently oc- 
curs, is connected a very pleasing recollec- 
tion, which I will now relate. 

About three years ago, when travelling, 
I arrived towards evening at an_ hotel, 
where I found some friends from the 
neighborhood assembled, and among them 
the landlord’s doctor. Some minutes after 


my arrival, the eldest daughter of the fa- | 
mily begged me to relieve her toothache, | 


telling me that for more than a fortnight 
she had experienced an attack, which came 


on after sunset, and lasted till midnight; | 
that nothing had been found to give pers | 


manent relief, only that by walking in the 
open air, or standing at an open window, 
the pain was somewhat mitigated. 
statement was confirmed by the doctor. 
As it was not the proper place to question 
her minutely about her other complaints, I 


gave her from my own box one dose of 


Pulsatilla 30. The result exceeded my ex- 
pectation; for before I could return the 
box to my pocket, she cried out, to the 
astonishment of the whole company, “ The 
pain is all gone.” The young physician, 
who had but lately taken his degree, sur- 
prised by this fact, said that this cure, if it 
should last, would be most remarkable. 

I then reasoned backwards: where Pul- 
saiilla acted so quickly, there must be also 
its characteristic symptoms ; and replied to 
him, if the patient followed only a week 
the rules for the homeopathic diet, she 
would not only lose the toothache for 
good, but be cured of any other complaints 
she might have. The young A®sculapius 
was quite puzzled at this, and asked what 
complaints. 


This | 





| lent shivering, great thirst, low spirits, in- 


supportable heat, want of sleep before 
midnight, want of appetite, and dislike to 
fat food, ete. He then pretended I had 
ascertained all these particulars before, and 
when it was proved that I had just arrived, 
and had not previously examined the pa- 
tient, he exclaimed, in some displeasure, 
that her relatives agreed with me out of 
courtesy. 

I replied that I would tell him some- 
thing more in private, and he should after- 
wards ask if it was true. On his assent- 
ing, I told him#hat the patient was also 
suffering from mucous diarrhw@a; that her 
monthly period appeared too late, at in- 
tervals of five weeks, and were only of a 
few days’ duration, with pain in the back 
and cramps in the abdomen. He then 
went to her, and pretended I had told him 
that she suffered from constipation, and 
that the catamenia were too early and 
abundant; to which she replied that in 
these respects 1 was mistaken, for she 


|}complained just of the contrary, and all 


that she answered to his inquiries agreed 


|exactly with:avhat I had before told him. 


Some months afterwards, when I saw this 
young lady again, she joyfully thanked me 
for having cured her of all her complaints. 
Whether this young physician afterwards 
studied Homeopathy I do not know, but I 
doubt it, as I have never heard of him 
since. 

X. To the more rarely-employed reme- 
dies against the throbbing in the teeth 
belongs Sabina. Several cases occurred 
to me in which it was the only specific. 
This kind of; toothache appeared also 
towards the evening and in the night, 
especially when the patient was warm in 
bed, and after meals, and with a sensation 
as if the tooth would burst, followed by a 
throbbing in all the vessels, frequent 
empty retching, and especially in females; 
abundant discharge of light-colored blood, 
even not at the time of the catamenia. In 
one case, a pain like that of gout in the 
right toe was taken off by an external 
remedy, and afterwards this kind of tooth- 
ache appeared, which by one dose of 
Sabina was quickly cured, and neither the 
toothache nor the pain in the toe ever re- 
turned, precisely as I had foretold, the 

ain in the toe as well as the tocthache 
eing coveree by Sabina. 

XI. A malady of more frequent occur- 
rence is a chronic throbbing in the teeth, 
with shooting pain, for which Sepia (not 
ossa but succus sepic) is the only specific. 
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This kind of toothache oceurs generally in 
persons of a yellowish complexion, and 
extends to the ears, down the arms to the 
fingers, with a tingling in the latter, and is 
very often accompanied by difficulty in 
breathing, swelling of the cheeks, cough, 
and swelling of the submaxillary glands. 
This remedy is particularly indiewted in 
throbbings affecting pregnant wowen. 
The patient will soon get relief from even 
the smallest dose. 

XII. Nearly connected with this Sepia 
toothache, both by sensation and the other 
symptoms, is the throbbing cured by 
Silicea, but the latter is known by the 
swelling of the lower jaw and its perios- 
teum, instead of the glands. The pains are 
more in the bone of the jaw than in the 
tooth itself, and the patient cannot sleep, 
on account of general heat. Connected 
with this is usually an unhealthy skin, 
which festers on the slightest injury. | 
myself was complaining some months ago 
of such a toothache, accompanied by a 
swelling of the lower jawbone to the size 
of a walnut. As soon as I perceived it, I 


took one smal! dose of Silicea, on which 
the pain immediately ceased, and the swell- 
ing of the bone the next morning had dis- 
appeared. 

XIII. One of the most efficacious reme- 
dies against throbbing in the teeth is 


Spigelia. Where this remedy is the spe- 
cific, a kind of prosopalgia is always found, 
with a stirring, griping, and burning pain 
in the zygomatic bone, accompanied by 
paleness and swelling of the face, with a 
yellowish areola round the lower eyelid, 
Besides this, the patient suffeps generally 
from an aching pain in the eyes; violent 
beating of the heart, often with a sensa- 
tion in the chest like the purring of a cat; 
frequent desire to urinate, with abundant 
secretion of urine; shivering, with in- 
quietude. Last year I cured, by a single 
and very small dose of this remedy, a ro- 
bust woman, who was affected with the 
above-mentioned symptoms, among which 
the toothache and the prosopalgia were 
the most prominent ; both of which symp- 
toms, and especially the latter, had for 
some years returned twice every week, and 
were almost insupportable. 
them has recurred since I gave her the 
dose of Spigelia. 

XIV. A more frequent kind of throb- 
bing is that for which Hyoscyamus is the 
specific. It appears generaliy in the morn- 
ing, and is almost always caused by a 
cold. There is throbbing in the tooth 
itself whilst in the gums a tearing sensa- 
tion ails, and in masticating, ‘the tooth 


Neither of 


seems loose, as if it would fall out. There 
is always a congestion of blood towards 
the head, with great heat all over the 
vody. In violent attacks there is a sense 
of strangulation, with difficulty of degluti- 
tion, and cramps, with a sense of mental 
fatigue. One small dose of Hyoscyamus 
will cure this complaint in a very short 
time. ‘T'wo years ago, when travelling, | 
cured, with this remedy, a young lady, 
who had become very ill on account of 
jealousy and rage about her former lover, 
by whom she had been forsaken. She 
complained of throbbing in the teeth, 
especially after midnight; she had fever, 
with great redness of face, and long fits of 
delirium, in which she tried to run away, 
so that it was necessary to wateh her. 
The first dose of Hyoscyamus took away 
the toothache and delirium; the second 
dose, which I left for her, to be taken a 
week after the first, cured her of all the 
other complaints. 

XV. Sulphur is also a very good remedy 
for throbbing in the teeth, especia!ly when 
eruptions of the skin have been suppressed 
by any kind of ointment.” The gums are 
almost always swollen, and throb like the 
tooth itself. There is connected with this 
a great irritability of the erown of the 
tooth, congestion of blood to the head, and 
pulsative headache; towards the evening 
red inflamed eyes and nose; shooting in 
the ears, frequent but insufficient desire to 
go to stool, constipation, and shivering. 
But it happens often that all these symp- 
toms are caused by abuse of Sudphur, and 
in such a case Sulphur would aggravate 
all the symptoms. 

XVI. Lastly I will mention Veratrum, 
a remedy very seldom indicated in throb- 
bing in the teeth. It is useful in cases 
accompanied by swelling of the face, cold 
perspiration on the forehead, sickness, and 
vomiting of bile; a bruised sensation in 
the limbs, great prostration of strength 
almost to fainting, and coldness of the 
whole body, with internal heat, and great 
desire for cold drinks. All these symp- 
toms were completely cured by Veratrum. 

As this brief exposition of the different 
kinds of throbbing in the teeth has already 
given a great variety, it is easy to be 
understood how much this variety, to- 
gether with the difficulty of determining 
the proper medicine, must increase, when 
other kinds of toothache, pressing, burning, 
shooting, cutting, boring, ete., are added, 
which embrace a far larger circle of reme- 
dies. Hence may be drawn two conelu- 
sions :— 

First. That there is no reason for pre- 
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tending that Homeopathy requires no 
study, and that to spell through a mass of 
symptoms, in order to select the appointed | 
remedy, is a mere pastime, unworthy 
man of intelligence. 

Second. That it is never the fault of | 
the principle of Homeopathy, when the 
remedy, erroneously selected, does not 
answer. “ That many remarkable facts 
have been collected,” says Professor Esh- 
meyer, of Tiibingen, in his pamphlet, 
«The Principles of Allopathy and Homeeo- | 
pathy Compared,” “is beyond all doubt; | 
but notwithstanding that the science is in 
its infuney, and the reasonable and in- 
telligent man cannot and will not expect 
from it what he is entitled to demand from 
a doctrine that has borne the examination | 
of centuries, Homeopathy not only stands 
the test of a strict scientific examination, | 
but presents us with several new prin- 
ciples, which introduce us to a higher 
physiology and pathology. Let us there- 
fore acknowledge what it is able to do.” 
‘With these words, “ Let us therefore ac- 


a | Volume of this Journal. 


ito the 


knowledge what it is able to do,” | finish | 


my short and too imperfect paper, with the 
cheerful acknowledgment of the noble and 
worthy conduct of all those members 
who, though not yet favorable to the new 
doctrine, in harmony with the words of 
that philosopher, acknowledge what Hbo- 
meopathy can do, until the truth or error 
of the doctrine is more clearly shown.— 


Hom. Times. 


The Anniversary of the New-York Acade- 
my of Medicine has not taken place this year, 
nor has the “ Medical Times,” its organ, we 
believe, given the reason why this annual 
gathering of the “ fellows’’ has not transpired. 
There is trouble among the brethren, we un- 
derstand. The Academy is a failure. It was 
got up to put down Homeopathy, but Homeo- 
pathy won’t be put down. Therefore the 
Academy Gentlemen are trying to put down 
one another. 


A petition numerously signed has been sent 
to the Legislature of New-York State, praying 
for an act to legalise anatomical studies, It 
is proper there should be such a law; and we 
are surprised that the subject has not been 
brought before the Legislature years ago, and 
from year to year. We think the friends of 
this measure are so numerous that the bill 
will pass, and great relief be afforded thereby 
to our medical colleges. 


~ 
“ue 


NOTIC 
This is the last number but one of the Sixth 
We have found 


|the cash system to work well both for our 


subscribers and for ourselves. We shall con- 


it. Therefore those who desire to 


tinue 
receive the “ American Journal of Homeo- 
pathy” for the ensuing year, which commences 
on the first of May next, will please remit 
Editor This should be 


done at once, that we may be able to form an 


one dollar. 


| estimate of the number of copies which may 


be required to commence the seventh volume 


with. 


An Examination of the Evidence in Regard 
to Infinitesimal Doses. By Wu. W. Rop- 
mAN, A.M., M. 1)., of Waterbury, Ct. 

A pamphlet of 99 pages, with the above title, 

has been published by William Patton, of 

Waterbury, Ct.—Price 374 cents. 

It was our purpose to furnish our readers 
with extracts from this able production, but 


| we are so well pleased with it as a whole, 


| 
| 
| 





that we fear ‘we should do injustiee to the 
author by such a proceeding. Therefore we 
recommend physicians and others to procure 
the work entire from the publisher. 

Dr. 


reasoner, which has enabled him to treat the 


Redman is a clear headed logical 
subject of infinitesimal doses of medicine with 
convincing force. It is mainly such men our 
school may look to for a perpetuity of the pure 


doctrines of Homeopathy. 


Dr. Markoe has been appointed surgeon to 
the New-York Hospital in the place of the 
late Dr. J. Kearney Rodgers. We understand 
there were a large number of applicants, and 
among them was our old friend Dr. J. R. 
Wood, who came just near enough being 
elected to miss it. We regret this, for Dr. 
W. is a good surgeon, and we think has claims 
on account of his senior professional] standing, 
and his violent persevering opposition to Ho- 
meeopathy, far beyond the successful candidate. 


We are not of those who have full confi- 
dence in the Homeopathy of Professor Hen- 
derson, of the Edinburgh University ; but the 
strong opposition to him from his colleagues in 
the university and elsewhere will finally, we 
think, make a pure homeopathist of him. 
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To the Editor of the Homeopathic Times. roughly before they condemn. Home. 
Str,—I am not a practitioner, but I am in-| Pathy 1s spoken of as an “innovation,” so 
finitely more interested in the contest | *f railroads, and thankful are we for 
between allopaths and homeopaths than | them. I am not the less grateful to those 
if | were one of the belligerents ; Zam one | who gave me the benefit of their scientific 
i those practised upon, “think of that, | *ttainments as far as they went, because 

{aster Brooke.” When J am ill I send | time and science have combined to pro- 
for a physician and I am desirous of seeing | duce a system much more beneficial (as | 
a fair stand-up fight in argument, in which | have found it) than the old one. But to 
no such foul blows as “rogue,” “liar,” | Speak of a “legitimate ecerey ” is to 

5S / “ , . 3 . ‘ * 
“impostor,” “ knave,” “conscience seared | claim one of the most into erable monopo- 
with guilt,” “ infamous,” and several others, | lies that can possibly be conceived, as it is 
are to be allowed, for they are worthy only | S¢eking to put down every other. I have 
of a “rough and tumble.” The ailopath | 2° W's) to suffer for the cause of “legit 
has thrown his castor (Ido not mean oil) |™*°Y oF “orthodoxy ;” and those Opt 
into the ring, and with a goed deal of | ™'°'S vhich in one age are at the top of 
bounce, seems confident of flooring his | the tree of knowledge, may in the succeed. 
juvenile antagonist; his temper, however, | MZ one be displaced by others still more 


li »ne -IeENnce es ‘ ti}! 
seems to be none of the best, and the loss | lightened, for science cannot stand stil; 











of that is apt to lose a man the battle, and | 
I cannot help thinking that the odds are at 
present greatly in favour of the homeo- 
path. 

I will, however, drop the figurative, and 
ask seriously whether I am to be subjected 
to a tyranny, worthy only of the Pope and 
his priesthood? Am I to be forced into 
submission to that practice whieh has been 
described as “ full of errors, atd abounding 
in mischief,” by some of its most scientific 
members? Am I to be denied the right 
of private judgment, founded upon experi- 


ence of facts and results, upon my own | 


sufferings; it is as bad as the shoemaker, 
who never will allow that the shoe he has 
made for you pinches, as if he, knowledge- 
able as he is about shoes, can know so 
well as he that is pained. I care nothing 
about all the theories brought forward by 
either side, I look to facts; and pvoh- 
poohing homeopathy, and saving it cannot 
do this and cannot do that, is like the man 
who, being in the stocks, was asked by one 
of his associates, what he was there for, 
and having told him, “Pooh pooh,” said 
he, “they can’t put you there for that.” 
“T don’t know,” said the prisoner, “ whe- 
ther they can or not, but I know that I am 
here.” So it is with me; I have sought 
relief from homceopathy, and found it, not- 
withstanding its power is denied, and its 
theories ridiculed by its opponents, who 
had a fair trial, and could not produce the 
same beneficial results. Have those medi- 
eal gentlemen who are so loud in their 
condemnation of homeopathy studied it? 
if not, what can their opinions be worth? 
Prejudices are of strong growth in vulgar 
minds; and a knowledge of the opposition 
experienced by inoculation, and how many 
refused to adopt vaccination, should make 


men of enlightened mind examine tho- ' 


| meopathy. 


and those who think to annihilate homeo- 

pathy by foul language and abuse, might 

| as well try to destroy the diamond by put- 
F. S. 


| ting it under a dunghill. 
Your obedient servant, 


| Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh, a violent oppo- 
| nent of our school, says that bis standard by 
which to try Homeopathy is “ common sense.” 
|This term is rather indefinite, and history 
shows that it is not always the same, for scien- 
| tifie discoveries have changed it many iimes, 
| and the prospect now is, in a few years it will 





be contrary to common sense to have confi- 
| dence in allopathy : some declare boldly that it 
is so even now. 


The violent opposition to Homeopathy of 


the numerous Allopathic Medical Associations 
|in England and Scotland is convincing the 
| people that there must be something in Ho- 
| meeopathy, or it would not require to overthrow 
it such an expenditure of time, of so many 
words and of so much sound and fury, all of 


which, thus far, has amounted to nothing. 


The New-York Medical Times is rather 


| tame ; the Medical Gazette says it is the organ 


of a clique. By the way, the Gazette is very 
severe upon @ Homeopathic practitioner who 
it seems is in the habit of praying, which, in 
the opinion of the Gazette, is evidence of hypoc- 
risy in the man, and of the absurdity of Ho- 





It is reported by good authority that Dr. 
Mott has again accepted the chair of Surgery 
in the New-York University ; and that Dr. 





Van Beuren is appointed Professor of Anatomy 
in the place of the late Prof. Patterson. 
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